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+ Almost every Tuesday dur-
Cing the presidency of Lyndon
Johnson, the President and his
closest advisers met in the
White House for lunch and dis-
cugsed the foreign policy. of
the United Slate re specif-
xceﬂly the problems of Viel
nam, The “9 vy Cabinel”
;was a small group, and its
.composition chenged from
time fo {ime. But Dean Imsh,
Seeretary of State; Rober
McNams m, Secrelary of De-
fense,-and (‘en Tarle Wheel-
er, Chairman of the Joint
Chiels of Stafi, were the core.-
What they- talked about with,
the Fresident, the advice they
offered, the options {hey con-
su!mecl the alter natwes they
applev;d or rejected

States vis-a-vis the commit-
ment to Vietnam —- in short,
the ractheds by which H”Y
contributed fo the forejgn poh
¢y decislons of Lyndor B.
Johnson - are the sume.t
of Henry Grafl's ebsorbing
study.

“The insishis and outlooks,
the hopes and f fears, the rescr-

vations and enthu:m*ms of the .

President himself aud of those
who helped him --- Bill Moyers
andt. George Christian, Me-
George Bundy. and Walt Ros-
tow, plus the principals and
others — arc cxposed in this-
significart work on how the
Jolmson administration grap-
pled with Victnan.
A historian at Celumbia Uni-
vuztty Graff intervicwed the
'wm &nd his oz SJd]
.Cdbin from time to tims
over a period of four years,
from 1565 to 1569, He saw
these men individually, asked
themn questions, recorded thair
replies, often given at length,
.added his nnpl“snm‘» of the
.personalities and of the eir-
cumstances of “the moment,
and wrapped his materiels in.
~ historical context. In other

words, Graff dates his infer-
views, and he keeps us in-
formed on whal happened in
Jn er-

Vielnam bhetween one
“view aud - t:m next 50 that
‘can ﬂth)lel"lu {he C“;l“
isituations out of viich those
men&po"ﬁ What we havé thea
s the dev f*lopn ¢ policy - the
‘escalation,

if you wish — Rr:
‘sented bu.f}rly as the bedéﬁp

the vi-~
- . sions the ey had of tho United

'V? m‘rcm?
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The “Core”

of -our understanding, and the
periodic ruminations of the
men who helped the President
shape that pohcy

The result is an informal or
cenversational account of

‘what the makers of American

policy thought of their own
handiwork, They belicved,
quite obviously, that lhr\y were
right, thal w Nat they advocat-
cd was proper and good for

the United States and the rest
of the world, and that they
would ultnndtcly triumph.
Their assumptions, their con-
ception of the world, their ap-
preciation of the international
power struggle, their high in-
telligence, and their dovolion
to their country -— as well as
te a moral view of world
“evenis—are peculiarly Amer-
ican, parvticularly high-inind-
ed, and, sadly in the end,
incompyr cnemmly wantin i
For the fact of {ho matter iz
that ~someliow, - daspite their
deep comprehension, their
thorough debate, their raoral
approach, their compelence,
dedication, and sensitivity,
they failed to bring the war to
a-close on terms accep"'blg to
the Amexlcan people and
themselves. :

Graff's narrative is syrapa-
thetic to President Johnzon. In
part this is a 1“‘1‘.mon of his
abilily to interview the pricci-
pals in the Johnser adiniuis-
tration, the welcorae he re-
ceived the receplivity he met,
But Graff is a professional his-
torian, and he is very much
aware of the pitfalls of intor-
viewirg intelligent people vho
are very much congarned with

“tendency to ramble in ta
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of President Jolmso:zv s “Tuesday

Bl6 fma ge. As a consequen ce,
ke is never taken; he 10 never
sold a bill of gOst ha
er jmposed upon. He toa i
cool and perceptive, detache
and wary. And the project
of hls historical v1cwp
which - comes {hrough stro
and clca.h bultresses the
sential righiness of the Jo
56011 ¢ ppzoach o "iﬂtn’nn
This is the cszential
of the Johuson ”C‘J.]I'Ilb[l ation,
Men who sought to do risi

S 1oy

were defeate Ifo1 reasoens tY t.

are still unclear,
Gralf offers no explanation
for the failure. What he does i3

to document in a most con
vineing way the sincerity of
the shruggle vith righl and
wrong that commatcd {
thougbts and actions of Pre

dent Johuson and his advisz

President Jehnson eme
in” Greff's pages as & shiol
virile fizure who suffered a
agfom/,cd Vfl Vletﬂa:n, Wi
sought views along the enfire

spectium  of po]itlcal judg-

ment; and who was aware of
the ambivalent iwpressions he
produced among his counirg-
men and abroad. His por
is sharp and vivid, Despite

=

H
despite kis Pedernales siyle
and his Toxas accent, despiie
his counfrypmanver, ho stanis
tall, morally I mnan asd
brooding, & Livcolnesqus fiz
ure marked by the b Lm
tentions and o gonse of fra
faiture --- and I holieve
his statwe as President w
grow in the fulure to the pro-
pomn”‘ of our greatest Chizf

“Trumai.
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Rusk, McNamara, and
Wheeler — as well as George

‘Ball and othors - appear also

as artlculem- sensilive men
who sough the best, who did
their best ﬂnd who wore, God
knows how or why, defeated

by a world that £a31cd 1o v

derstand ihe fundamental imo-

rality of their desires. -
“Politics imitates histery,

indeed,” writes Henry Graif,

“just as life imitates art.”

and his men were
by Roosevelt and
They “learned the
value of firimness in conduet-
ing international relations”
and the need to oppose mili-
tary aggression. FBut the
study of history co be mis-
as well as instruc-
tive! Tt may simplify rather
than clarify. Public servants
“can ba cnsnaved as well as
inspired by tha past.” _
The men of the Tuesday
Cabinat “were slrony, discern-
ing, and gallant.” They “Dhe«
lieved ueeply in {he 1(;01 itical
S)Qtom that plodnc thera,
‘the -eultural inheritance that
notivished ther, and the use-
‘[niness of the ]161 t and suecor
that  American “idealism and
materialismm  can  offer - the
world.” ‘
Why 'tnny were unable to.re-
solve the tormenting issues of
Vietnawm tnaL hypactize us still
‘remains for the reader to’
speeulate upon, The vecord of
Graff’s conversations with
them provides more than am-
ple food for thought. :

Johnson
schooled

e

I was capiivated by this, =

very personal encounter, and I
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sion, with presenting a favora-

ohservations fascinating and
inshructive. -
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